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The Blossum Bus: A Ticket to Higher 
Education for Village Girls 
Imagine: in your hometown, only three in 100 girls ever learn 
to read. Female students in high school are a rarity, and a 
ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ permitted to 
venture beyond her village unescorted ς not even to go to 
school. It may sound unfathomable, yet this is the universal 
reality for the young women living in the target areas of our 
Lotus Education as a Right Network (LEARN) program in 
Haryana, India, where ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ 
άƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ-ŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƭŀōƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
her human rights.    
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜǎ ōŜŀǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ IŀǊȅŀƴŀΩǎ 
Mewat district, in the three years LEARN officers have been 
working with the local Meo people they have found that 
given the option, many of these families would like to see 
their daughters break with tradition and advance in the 
formal education system.  But as is so often the case among 
the impoverished, the greatest impediment to social change 
is a lack of resources.   

In Mewat, the immediate resource gap occurs in the form of 
transportation. Because few villages have secondary schools 
and it is generally thought to be imprudent (at best) to allow a 
girl to travel alone, female education commonly ends at the 
primary level.  This low ceiling at school feeds into a 
downward spiral for the female population by diminishing the 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ǘƻ 
keep her at work in the fields and at home instead.  To bridge 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎƳ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ [9!wb 
officers brainstormed a new pilot program taking effect this 
month.  The Blossom Bus is providing pioneering families with 
a bus and a parent chaperone to safely deliver 35 of their 
daughters to secondary school, postponing their marriage and 
childbearing a few more precious years. 
 
Over three years, LEARN officers have earned the trust and 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŜǿŀǘΩǎ aŜƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ through their hard 
work, dedication, and tangible results.  The improvements  
 

they have brought to schools were instrumental in convincing 
these families to take a leap of faith and break with social 
conventions by sending their adolescent girls to available 
schools.  Until proper secondary schools can be instituted in all 
villages, LEARN hopes to rescue girls at this transitional stage 
through this most recent innovation, leading the way in re-
instating female education as a norm rather than an anomaly. 
 

A Glance at the First Blossom Bus Beneficiaries 
Zarina is the daughter of a former village chief.  She shows 
tremendous courage for a cloistered village girl, and happily 
sang a traditional song to the first foreigners she had ever 
met when LEARN officers visited to recruit candidates for the 
Blossom Bus. Although at 15 years old she has only 
completed the third grade, Zarina is calm and self assured 
with a bright, innate intelligence that animated her 
expression as she told the officers of her yearning to return 
to school since dropping out five years ago.  
 
Although daughters of a village doctor, Tarranum and Rizwana 
dropped out at the end of primary school because there was no 
secondary school in their village.  They are among the 35 girls 
selected for the Blossom Bus pilot project, and are ecstatic to 
pursue their dreams of one day becoming career women.   
 
Chaperones from each village will accompany girls like Zarina, 
Tarranum, and Rizwana to school every day, and will be 
responsible for monitoring and reporting on the schools where 
ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎΦ  [ƻǘǳǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǇŀǊƪ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 
demonstrating that with a little attention and effort, a few 
kilometers need not stand in the way of female empowerment. 

 
We thank you for your 
continued support, 
which has allowed new 
initiatives like the 

Blossom Bus to become a reality.  Please consider helping us 
undertake a greatly needed expansion of this project in the 
coming months and years by donating at 
http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/the-blossom-bus.  
 

 

 
Meo girls being transported safely to  

school on a Lotus Outreach-supported mini-bus  

 

 
Zarina (front and center) would do anything to be able to return to 

school and finish her education 

http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/the-blossom-bus


 

 

 
 
 
 
For a child like 12 year-old Srey Neat Chenda (pictured right), 
vacation from school means more time for chores.  During the term, 
she helps her mother with household cleaning and laundry, as well as 
watching, feeding and bathing her three younger siblings.  Srey Neat 
considers herself fortunate. Her father completed the eighth 
grade and places great importance on education. He makes sure 
that his four eldest children attend school, and intends to send 
the two youngest when they are old enough.  This will be easier 
said than done ς already, daily school fees siphon off two thirds of 
his income.  
 
High-protein soy bean foods are available in local markets, but 
with a gross income of approximately $3 per day to support a 
family of eight, Mr. Chenda must choose between these more 
expensive rations and educating his children.  The soya products 
remain on the shelves, and instead Mr. Chenda supplements the 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŘƛŜǘ ōȅ ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ 
their urban environment ς birds, snakes, fish and snails. 
 
In November last year, the Chenda family was introduced to Lotus 
hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ DƛǊƭǎΩ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 9ŘǳŎŀtion Program via a scholarship  

 

 
 
 
 

giveaway being held in Dangkar.  By chance, Mr. Chenda came 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾŜŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ 
how to help their children succeed in the classroom.  Moreover, 
he learned that education can help safeguard young girls and 
women from trafficking and the sex trade.   
 
¢ƻ aǊΦ /ƘŜƴŘŀΩǎ delight and relief, Srey Neat qualified for a 
GATE scholarship.  She has since received a bicycle, uniforms, 
school fees and 50 kg of monthly rice support for her family, 
ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
sole wage earner.  Yet financial strains remain in the back of his 
ƳƛƴŘΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ  ά!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ NGO, 
L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  .ǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
guarantee that I can afford it ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦέ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƛŘ 
programs that focus on empowerment tend to naturally 
regenerate themselves: Srey Neat hopes to become a primary 
school teacher, so that one day she can share the gift of 
education with other disadvantaged children. 

 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǘǳǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ άŎŀǳǎŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
the CauseWorld smarphone application.  You can help us stop human trafficking 
each and every day by simply opening the CauseWorld application anytime you 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ άŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴέ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ƪŀǊƳŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎτȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ 
anything and there is no cost to you whatsoever.  Each point you earn translates 
into one penny for your favorite causeτand for an active CauseWorld user, 
these pennies can easily add up to over $300 a year! 
 
²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŀǊƳŀǎ ǘƻ ά{ǘƻǇ IǳƳŀƴ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ [ƻǘǳǎ 
Outreach to educate vulnerable communities about the dangers of trafficking and provide 
aftercare for victims.  Getting started is easy: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All iPhone, iPod Touch and Droid Users! 

Srey Neat studying with her father, who understands  
the importance of educating his children 

Postcard from Cambodia 

 

¶ Visit http://www.causeworld.com/index.html ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ bƻǿέ ƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ά/ŀǳǎŜ²ƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛtƘƻƴŜΣ ƛtƻŘ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻǊ 5ǊƻƛŘΦ 

¶ Launch the application on your phone and watch while your internal GPS identifies nearby stores. 

¶ Select the store you wish to check in to (each check-in is worth 5 or 10 karma points). 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŀǊƳŀǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άŘƻƴŀǘŜέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
scroll dƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘƻǇ IǳƳŀƴ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎέ ƛŎƻƴΦ  5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ мр ƪŀǊƳŀ point 
increments. 

¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ  Be sure to tell your friends and family! 

 

http://www.causeworld.com/index.html


 

 

Buddhist Global Relief Provides Over $21,000 in 
Funding to Lotus Outreach Projects in Cambodia 

We are excited to announce that Buddhist 
Global Relief has awarded Lotus Outreach with 
four grantsτtotaling $21,367τin support of a 
broad range of initiatives targeting women, 
children and vulnerable communities in 
Cambodia.  These grants will allow us to 
continue providing monthly rice support to 50 

girls participating in the GATE program; give 150 families in Pursat start-up 
farming kits consisting of vegetable and cash crop seeds and agricultural tools; 
establish a new non-formal education and vocational training course for 30 sex 
workers and children in the Kroul Kor red light area of Phnom Penh; and begin 
providing monthly food rations to 10 young girls currently serving as SMART 
counter-ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ΨǇŜŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΩ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŦǊŜŜƛƴƎ 
them from high-risk daily migration to Thailand for work.   

 
Buddhist Global Relief 
was founded by 
students and friends of 
Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi to 
provide relief to the 
poor and needy 
throughout the world 
regardless of 
nationality, ethnicity, 
gender or religion. 
Bearing in mind the 
.ǳŘŘƘŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ άƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣέ 
Buddhist Global Relief especially focuses on providing food aid to those afflicted 
by hunger and lack of food security. Its long-range goal, however, is to combat 
all the manifestations of poverty that detract from the inherent dignity of 
human life.   

 
Please join us in thanking Buddhist Global Relief for their generous support and 
for entrusting Lotus Outreach to carry out their philanthropic vision in Asia.  To 
learn more about Buddhist Global Relief, visit http://www.buddhistglobalrelief.org. 
 

Celebrate for a Cause: Donate Your Birthday to 
Lotus Outreach 
Did you know that you can 
άŘƻƴŀǘŜέ ȅƻur birthday to 
Lotus Outreach?  It is a piece 
of cake!  Simply click here to 
set up a birthday wish, 
which allows you to ask 
your friends to donate to 
our cause in lieu of 
traditional gifts.    
A warm thank you to the 
following people who 
recently donated their 
birthdays to support our charitable initiatives: 

 
Teresa Chung Hwang ï February 5 

Dave Zwieback - May 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Lotus Outreach Helps 59 
Children of Illiterate 
óUntouchablesô Graduate 
to Secondary School   
{ǘƻƴŜ ǉǳŀǊǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ¢ŀƳƛƭ bŀŘǳ state draw 
unskilled laborers in search of work from 
across the region.  Traveling great distances, 
migrants typically arrive with their families, or 
even entire communities, in tow.  Impromptu 
settlements sprout up with little or no access 
to clean water, sanitation, or health services.  
 
For the children of these families, education is 
an extraordinary challenge.  Although primary 
schooling is provided for free, they quickly fall 
behind and frequently drop out.  Lotus 
hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ [ƛŦŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘified 
a root cause of their difficulties - stone quarry 
children typically have no adult at home to turn 
to for help.  More often than not, parents are 
illiterate and less educated than their children 
as a result of centuries of caste discrimination. 
 
Buddha Smiles, a network of local volunteer 
teachers, was developed to assist struggling 
primary school students with free after-school 
tutoring.  For less than $15 per student per 
year, the program not only reinforces formal 
teaching of basic literacy and mathematics, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƳōǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ннф ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
with broader concepts such as critical thinking, 
conflict-resolution, and human rights. 
 
This inexpensive, nimble program generates a 
rewarding bond for the children and mentors 
alike, who are able to pass an appreciation of 
education on to a population that most stands 
to benefit from it.  Pushing back against class 
discrimination, Buddha Smiles prepares these 
disadvantaged children to compete with those 
from more privileged sectors, and in 2009 
alone we witnessed 59 of these children 
transition to secondary school.  Please join us 
in celebrating their achievements! 

 

 
 

 

Rural villagers receiving their agricultural support 
packages sponsored by Buddhist Global Relief 

Need help getting set up?  Send us a note at 
info@lotusoutreach.org. 

 


