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TheBlossum Bu&: Ticket to Higher _
Educatiofor Village Girls

Imagine: in your hometown, oylthree in 100 girls ever learn
to read. Female students in high school are a rarity, and
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venture beyond her village unescortegnot even to go to
school. It may sound unfathomable, yet this is the univers
reality for the young women living in the target areas of ou
Lotus Education as a Right Network (LEARMEpram in ,
Haryana, India, wheré NI RAGA 2y RAOG I ( St
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her human rights.
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Zarina (front and centeryvould do anything to be able to return to
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Mewat district, in the three years LEARN officers have been ) .
working with the lzal Meo people they have found that they have brought to schools were instrumentakmmvincing

given the option, many of these families would like to sefhese fa}miliesb to tak; a Ie:p_ ofdfa:th and bfela" with S.OCiE
their daughters break with tradition and advance in theconventions by sending theiradolescent ains to_ .
formal education system. But as is so often the case amof hools. Until proper secondary schools can be instituted in-

the impoverished, the greatest impediment mcial change villages, LEARN hopes to rescue girls at this transitional ste
is a lack of resources through this most recent innovation, leading the way in re

instating female education as a norm rather than an anomaly

AGlance at thierstBlossonBusBeneficiaries
Zarina is the daughter of a former village chief. She shov
tremendous courage for aloisteredvillage girl, and happily
sanga traditional song to the first foreigners she had eve
met when LEARN officervisitedto recruit candidates for the
Blossom Bus. Although at 15 years old she has onl
completedthe third grade Zarina is calm and self assurec
with a bright, innate intelligence that animated her
expression as she told the officers of her yearniagdturn

to school since dropping out five years ago.

Although daughters of a village doctor, Tarranum and Rizwal
dropped out at the end of primary school because there was r
secondary school in their village. They are among the 35 g
In Mewat, the immediate resource gap occurs in the form dfelected forthe Blossom Bus pilot project, and are ecstatic t
transportation. Because few villages have secondary schoglgrsue their dreams of one day becoming career women.

and it is generally thought to be imprudent (at best) to allow a

girl to travel alone, female eatation commonly ends at the Chaperones from each village will accompany girls like Zaril
primary level. This low ceiling at school feeds into &arranum, and Rizwana to school every day, and will |
downward spiral for the female population by diminishing theesponsible for monitoring andeporting on the schools where
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keep her at work in the fields and at homestead. To bridge aLJr N | éARSNJ Y2@SYSyid Ay
GKS OKIFay o0S8SG6SSy LI NByaQdenfossEaing that with& litde2agfedtiSrnand effort, 2aNfew
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officers brainstormed a new pilot program taking efféhis

month. TheBlossom Bus providing pioneering families kit We thank you for your
a bus anda parent chaperondo safely deliver 35 of their ’ globalf.:" 110 continued support,
daughters to secondary school, postponing their marriage and ~ _ which allowed

childbearing a few more precious years. e 7 (bt initi
BIWD become a ?eﬁ%y
Over three yearsl.EARN officers have earned the trust andin reatly eeded expan
O2yFARSYOS 27F aS thioigl dheir sh&@ COm ‘r‘éhiarsbydonagi
work, dedication, and tangible results. The improvementsttp: ! algiving.org/projects/t



http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/the-blossom-bus

Postcafibm Cambod

For a child like 12 yeald Srey Neat Chenda (pictured right),
vacation from school means more time for choresuriily the term,
she helps her mother with household cleaning and laundry, as well as
watching feeding and bathing her three younger siblingsey Neat
considers herself fortunate. Her father completdte eighth
gradeand places great importance on eduion. He makes sure
that his four eldest children attend school, and intends to send’
the two youngest when they are old enough. This will be easie
said than done already, daily school fees siphon off two thirds of
his income.

Highprotein soy beandods are available in local markets, but
with a gross income of approximately $3 per daysupport a

family of eight Mr. Chenda must choose between these more
expensive rations and educating his children. The soya produc
remain on the shelves, and iesd Mr. Chenda supplements the giveaway being held in Dangkar. By chance, Mr. Chenda ca
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their urban environment, birds, snakes, fish and snails. how to help their children succeed in the classroom. Moreove|
he learned that education can helpfeguard young girls and
In November last year, the Chenda famifgs introduced td_otus women from trafficking and the sex trade.
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; ¢ 2 aNX Hddightyarl rédef, Srey Neat qualified for a
GATE scholarship. She has since received a bicycle, wifor
school feesand 50 kg of monthly rice support for her family,
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sole wage earner. Yet financial strains remain in the back of F
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Srey Neastudying with her father, who ur‘rﬁersta‘n@ N
the importance of educating his cr\ildren 7
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programs that focus on empowerment tend to tmaally
regenerate themselvesSreyNeat hopesto become a primary
school teacher, so that one day she can share the gift (
education with other disadvantaged children.
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the CauseWorldmarphoneapplication. You can help us stop human trafficking
each and every day by simpgpeningthe CauseWorld application anytime you '
FNB Ay + a0d2NB | yR & OK@dA yR2 yAQfic yiBS RS o1d:
anything andhere is no cost to you whatsoever. Each pgioti earn translates = NS,

Check In and Help the World! into one penny for your favorite causeand foran active CauseWorld user
E——— these pennies carasilyadd up to over $300 a year!
& NKE @
{7 comwos oo (ET 2SS SyO02dz2Ny 3S @2dz (12 dzaS @2dzNJ {F N¥YFa G2 afd:
T i Lt Pigay Wear. B Outreach to educateulnerable communities about the dangers of trafficking and provide
— aftercare for victims. Getting started is easy:
LL"J: Ann Taylor E

4§ oo sos.. [ET) 1 Visithttp://www.causeworld.com/index.html y R Of A Ol 6526yt2FR bz
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i 1 Launch the application ayour phone and watch while your internal GPS identifies nearby store

1 Select the store you wish to check in to (each chadk worth 5 or 10 karma points).
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increments.

1 ¢ KI { Beisura td tdll your friends and family!



http://www.causeworld.com/index.html

Lotus Outreach Helps §
Children of llliterate
ouUnt osu@ h@rbd
to Secondary School
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unskilled laborers in search of work from
across the region. Traveling great distances,
migrants typically arrive with their families, or
even entire communities, in tow. Impromptu
settlements sprout up with little or no access
to clean water, sanitabn, or health services.

For the children of these families, education is
an extraordinary challenge. Although primary
schooling is provided for free, they quickly fall
behind and frequently drop out. Lotus
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a root cause of their difficultiesstone quarry
children typically have no adult at home to tur
to for help. More often tlan not, parents are
illiterate and less educated than their children
as a result of centuries of caste discrimination.

Budcdha Smiles, a network of local volunteer
teachers, was developed to assist struggling
primary school students with free afteschool
tutoring. For less than $15 per student per
year, the program not only reinforces formal
teaching of basic literacy and niematics, but
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with broader concepts such as critical thinking
conflictresolution, and human rights.

This inexpensive, nimble program generates a
rewarding bond for the children and mentors
alike, who are ale to pass an appreciation of
education on to a population that most stands
to benefit from it. Pushing back against class
discrimination, Buddha Smiles prepares these
disadvantaged children to compete with those
from more privileged sectorsand in 2009
alonewe witnessed 59 of these children
transition to secondary school. Please join us
in celebrating their achievements!

Buddhist Global Relief Provides Over $21,(
Funding to Let®@utreach Projects in Cambo

We are excited to announce thaBuddhist
Global Relief has awarded Lotus Outreach wit
four grantg totaling $21,367 in support of a
broad range of initiatives targeting women,
children and vulnerable communities in
- . Cambodia. These grants will allow us tc
buddhist gl°ba| relief continue providing monthly ricsupport to 50
girls participating in the GATE program; give 150 families in Pursatugtart
farming kits consisting ofegetableand cash cropseeds and agricultural tools;
establish a new nofformal education and vocational training course for 30 se
workers and children in the Kroul Kor red light area of Phnom Penh; and be
providing monthly food rations to 10 young girls currently serving as SMA
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them from highrisk daly migration b Thailand for work.

Buddhist Global Relief
was founded by
students and friends of
Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi to
provide relief to the
poor and needy
throughout the world
regardless of
nationality, ethnicity,
gender or religion.
Bearing in mind the
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Buddhist Global Relief especially focuses on providing food aid to those afflic
by hunger and lack of food security. Its leragnge goal, hoever, is to combat
all the manifestations of poverty that detract from the inherent dignity o
human life.

Rural villégers regeiving theiagricultural suppert
Packagesponsared by Buddhist Global Relief

Please join us in thanking Buddhist Global Relief for their generous support
for entrusting Lotus Outreach to carry out their philanthropisiom in Asia. To
learn more about Buddhist Global Relief, \igip://www.buddhistglobalrelief.org

Celebrate for a Cause: Dorate Birthday to
Lotus Outreach

Did you know that you canEes
G R2 Yyl WwSkirthddy2to
Lotus Outreach? It is a piec

of cake! Simplglick hereto

set up a birthday wish,
which allows you to ask
your friends to donate to
our cause in lieu of
traditional gifts. &
A warm thank you to the
following  people  who
recently donated their
birthdays to suppt our charitable initiatives

Teresa Chung Hwartegbruary 5
Dave Zwiebaekay 1

Need help getting set up? Send us a note at

info@Iotusoutreach.org



