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Parliament Passes Landmark Right to 
Education Bill in India 
On August 4thΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
long-delayed Right to Education Bill, ensuring free and 
compulsory education to every child between the ages of 6-14! 
 

Education has been a constitutional right in India since the 
passage of the 86th amendment in 2002, but putting the 
right into practice proved difficult as there were no 
enforcement mechanisms.  In the absence of centralized 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 28 states complied with the 
constitution only to the extent their own resources allowed.  
Neither the states nor the central government bore legal or 
financial responsibility for ensuring the right to education for 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мфо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ-aged children. 
 

As of this month, all of that has changed.  In addition to 
guaranteeing free and compulsory education, the bill ensures 
non-discrimination on the basis of religion, caste or migrant 
status; guarantees reenrollment of children who are forced 
to dropout; ensures the quality of education by providing for 
proper school infrastructure and lower student-to-teacher 

ratios; and protects children from physical punishment and 
mental harassment at school. 
 

How will this impact the communities we serve?  The 
passage of the bill gives us much more leverage in our work 
with the Lotus Education as a Right Network (LEARN).  The 
LEARN program utilizes a combination of legal advocacy, 
community mobilization and independent monitoring to 
ensure the quality of government schools in rural Haryana.  
The passage of the RTE bill will enhance our work on all three 
fronts by adding the most powerful weapon yet to the arsenal 
of toolsτboth legal and hortatoryτthat we use to fight 
government corruption and community apathy in Haryana. 
 

By focusing on improvingτrather than replicatingτexisting 
educational infrastructures, LEARN is able to ensure access 
to quality education for thousands of children while 
operating on a shoestring budget.  In many senses, the Right 
to Education Bill is a product of the vision our teamτalong 
with countless other activists in Indiaτhas been tirelessly 
ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

Please join us along with millions of children in India in 
celebrating this momentous occasion! 

 
 

We are thrilled to share that the Independent Pilots Association (IPA) 
Foundation has awarded Lotus Outreach a grant of $3,000 to provide critical 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ слл ƎƛǊƭǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ DƛǊƭǎΩ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όD!¢9ύ 
scholarship program throughout the 2009-2010 academic year.  The GATE 
program provides educational scholarships to at-risk and exploited girls in 
Cambodia which cover both the real and opportunity costs for families that 
send their daughters to school. 
 

The cost of healthcare is minimal in Cambodia, but still lies outside the reach of 
the impoverished girls served by our GATE program. For only $0.55 per child 
per month, we can ensure the basic health needs of these girls are provided  

for throughout the coming school year. This basic health coverage will ensure the girls continue to thrive both physically and 
mentally so they can continue their schooling.  In 2008 alone, 57 girls received emergency medical care for health problems 
including malaria, heart problems, migraines, gastro-intestinal disorders, skin diseases, traffic-related accidents and high 
fever. Without the $0.55 per month health coverage provided by the GATE program, many of these girls would not be alive 
todayτno less excelling in school! 
 

Please join us in thanking the IPA Foundation for their generous support!  To learn more about the IPA Foundation, please 
visit http://www.ipapilot.org/foundation/default.asp.  

 

Millions of out-of-school children in India are 
now one step closer to the promise of education 

IPA Foundation Funds Healthcare for Cambodian Girls 
 

Lotus Outreach trains rural villagers how to utilize 
legal mechanisms to protect the rights of children 

http://www.ipapilot.org/foundation/default.asp


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Lotus Outreach to Become 
GlobalGiving Partner! 
You have no doubt recently seen our emails 
regarding the 2009 GlobalGiving Challenge.  In 
just 12 days, 90 generous supporters donated 
over $6,200, earning us a permanent spot on 
GlobalGiving.com while ensuring 280 Indian 
child laborers will start school next month!  
Because of the incredible success of this 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ άǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǎέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ aŜǿŀǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
to do the same.  We have expanded our 
GlobalGiving project goal to a total of $16,000, 
which will provide educational scholarships to 
each and every one of the children working in 
aŜǿŀǘΩǎ ол ōǊƛŎƪ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
 

There is another major incentive for expanding 
this initiative: if we earn one of the top spots 
for the number of donors and dollars raised, 
we could win an extra $6,000 directly from 
GlobalGiving!  As of writing, Lotus Outreach is 
currently ranked #1 for donors and #3 for 
dollars on the GlobalGiving leaderboard (keep 
track at www.globalgiving.com).  If we can 
maintain these rankings, we will be awarded 
$4,000 at the close of the challenge.  And if we 
can get to the #1 or #2 spot for dollars, the 
award will increase by an additional $1,000 or 
$2,000 respectively. 
 

Will you help us get there?  Each and every 
donationτhowever smallτmakes a 
difference, as there is a $3,000 bonus for the 
project with the greatest number of donors.  
And each donation of $20 will secure one more 
scholarship for one of these kids.  Donate 
online today at 
http://www.globalgiving.com/projects/endch
ildlabor/ .  
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Staff Spotlight: Ms. Raksmey Var 
Meet Raksmey Var, 
our dedicated 
Project Manager for 
Lotus Outreach 
Cambodia.  Like 
many Cambodians, 
wŀƪǎƳŜȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
were driven from 
their homes and 
forced to the 
countryside during 
the Khmer Rouge 
period.  In the wake 
of Pol tƻǘΩǎ 
extremist policies  

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
their family.  Despite their difficulties in securing basic necessities such as food 
and water, however, they recognized the value of education and never withdrew 
wŀƪǎƳŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
Raksmey obtained a high school diploma and excelled in her English classes. 
Along the way, she discovered a love of English storybooks, and borrowed them 
in volumes from a teacher happy to pass them along to an eager student.  
 

wŀƪǎƳŜȅΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀƛŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƘŜǊ 
ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ University of Management in 
Cambodia. During college, Raksmey was inspired by a lecturer who talked about 
his experience as an international student at the Asian Institute of Technology in 
Thailand. At first, Raksmey thought the program might be too difficult, but 
knowing that her teacher believed in her, Raksmey applied for a scholarship to 
the program. From a pool of 200 applicants, Raksmey won the scholarship and 
ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ DŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
Studies.  
 

In preǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ wŀƪǎƳŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
interviewed hundreds of out-of-school child laborers and their parents to better 
understand the dynamics that keep Cambodian children from getting an 
education.  While the children sold souvenirs nearby, Raksmey met with their 
parents or guardians in the middle of rice fields, under coconut trees, or in small 
cottages. It was during this field work that Raksmey first saw the great need for 
humanitarian work in her own society. She knew then that she wanted to 
dedicate her career to helping the poor, particularly children who did not have 
the opportunity to acquire a formal education due to poverty. 
 

Eventually, Raksmey and all of her siblings managed to obtain advanced 
educational degrees, a feat accomplished by less than 4% of the general 
population. Raksmey remembers that when she was a little girl, her parents 
would tell her that they could not give her the same assets as rich families, but 
they could give her an education to shape her life and ōǳƛƭŘ ƘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ά!ǎǎŜǘǎ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǘƻƭŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΗέ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
and teachers handed down a love of learning to her, Raksmey now passes on this 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ [ƻǘǳǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ the 
children, when asked what they want to be when they grow up, say they want to 
άōŜ ƭƛƪŜ wŀƪǎƳŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΦέ 
 
 

http://www.globalgiving.com/projects/endchildlabor/
http://www.globalgiving.com/projects/endchildlabor/

